[image: image1.png]L
interfaith

kirklees (schools)




Protocols and Guidance for Visiting a Specific Faith Centre

Visits to places of worship provide pupils with first-hand experiences and opportunities to discover for themselves the unique atmosphere of living, worshipping faith communities. This is particularly the case at our Faith Centres, each of which offer learning packages which have been designed specifically to support the requirements of the Kirklees Agreed Syllabus for RE.

As you prepare to make a visit to one or more of these centres, please remember that you will be visiting a place of worship and that it is important to behave at all times with courtesy and respect towards your hosts and to their faith and practices.  You will be asked to observe certain protocols at the faith centres.
Please Note: Visitors are permitted to take photographs.

Allow your pupils to participate in taking photos so they can be used when working at school.

Please can pupils wear a name label when they visit the Faith Centre. This makes it easier for the hosts to address pupils by name therefore appear more friendly.
Kirklees Hindu Faith Centre: Shree Sita Ram Mandir

· Before entering the Prayer Hall shoes should be removed and stored downstairs in the area near the dining tables. 

· The images of the deities should be referred to as deities rather than idols, statues or gods. They are presented in different forms to help Hindus understand something of the Ultimate Being, Brahman.

· Visitors should sit on the carpeted floor of the Prayer Hall with legs crossed or with feet pointing to one side – not toward the deities, which would be considered disrespectful.

· No egg or meat products can be taken onto the premises of the gurdwara.

· The Prayer Hall should be entered with great respect. It is a good idea to prepare for this by creating an atmosphere of suspense prior to entering the Hall, the focal point of which is the shrine – with deities and offerings on it. This will prompt a personal response from visitors and encourage spiritual development.

