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Protocols and Guidance for Visiting a Specific Faith Centre

Visits to places of worship provide pupils with first-hand experiences and opportunities to discover for themselves the unique atmosphere of living, worshipping faith communities. This is particularly the case at our Faith Centres, each of which offer learning packages which have been designed specifically to support the requirements of the Kirklees Agreed Syllabus for RE.

As you prepare to make a visit to one or more of these centres, please remember that you will be visiting a place of worship and that it is important to behave at all times with courtesy and respect towards your hosts and to their faith and practices.  You will be asked to observe certain protocols at the faith centres.

Please Note: Visitors are permitted to take photographs.

Allow your pupils to participate in taking photos so they can be used when working at school.

Please can pupils wear a name label when they visit the Faith Centre. This makes it easier for the hosts to address pupils by name therefore appear more friendly.

North and South Kirklees Christian Centres: Dewsbury Minster and St Peter’s Parish Church

· Visitors may be asked not to enter the holiest part of the church – the sanctuary. 

· It is a customary courtesy for boys and men to remove head-covering when they enter a church, but the church hosts will not require this of those who wear head-covering for religious reasons.

· The church should be entered with great respect. It is a good idea to prepare for this by creating an atmosphere of suspense prior to entering the church, the focal point of which is the altar, which is part of the sanctuary. This will prompt a personal response from visitors and encourage spiritual development.

